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What new challenges will America face as we move forward into the future? 
 

 
The New Age of Politics 

 
America has undoubtedly faced many challenges in the past. But with the start of the 

twenty-first century, a lot more of them have been brought to light. With rapidly changing 

political, social, and economic views, we are are bound to have new challenges. And with 

challenges, we have division. The most prevalent challenges that America is facing now and will 

continue to face in the coming decades are division and rapid change.  

We have come a long way, in terms of social issues, since the birth of America. Little by 

little we have worked our way toward equality by changing not only the laws we have in place, 

but the way we think. In the 2000s we have seen a huge increase in the number of social issues 

discussed and of people advocating for their betterment. But they are not approached like they 

were in the past. In the early 1910s, women would gather to discuss how they could create their 

own spheres of influence and gain a political presence. In the 1960s, african americans 

peacefully protested Jim Crow Laws by boycotting public transportation and going to segregated 

areas. Today, people come together for rallies. The problem with this approach, is that instead of 

taking the time to hear the other side out, people tend to resort to ad hominem arguments. When 

people come to the events, they are often not interested in hearing any other argument, and 

instead only want their way. Nowadays people usually find a news outlet that aligns with their 

views and don’t pursue anything else. When you hear only negative and twisted versions of 

nuanced issues, it can be easy to close yourself off to hear what the other side has to say. When 
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ideas aren’t discussed or presented in a scholarly manner, our beliefs become a great source of 

division.  

Because of our greater attention to social issues, we have seen a huge and rapid change in 

our societal norms and interpretation of what is socially acceptable. The words that would have 

been used to describe minorities prior to the 2000s, are now considered slurs. If we compare to 

the use of racial slurs in the twentieth century, we see how rapid the change has been. After the 

abolition of Jim Crow laws and further enforcements of equality, the words that were common 

place, became taboo and then labeled slurs. This whole process took decades and some people 

still talk that way. With the rise of political correctness, words have been phased out in a matter 

of years rather than decades and everyone is expected to follow them. This causes division 

between the people who follow the “rules” and those who do not. We also see rapid change in 

our perception of others and the frequent trend of breaking stereotypes. We have people that are 

eager to change in spite of tradition and those who cling tightly to the past. To help society 

develop we must discuss our ideas with open minds and respect if we want unified change.  

Today America is facing challenges surrounding rapid change and ultimately, division. 

We won’t ever be a perfect country and will always have issues to face, but it is important to be 

aware of our problems so that we can work together to remedy them. 
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